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POSTVILLE: Past, Present and Future 
April 30 and May 1, 2009 
The May 12, 2008 ICE raid in Postville, Iowa has had local, national and international implications. The purpose of the 
conference is to learn about exactly what happened in Postville and to involve the community in an exploration of the 
cultural, legal, economic, political and psychological implications of the raid. The conference will highlight the diversity of 
the population of northern Iowa and will seek to engage the community in discussing the challenges ahead as Iowa becomes 
part of a globalized world. All events will take place on the campus of the University of Northern Iowa and are free and open 
to the public. 
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Schedule 
Thursday, April 30 
7:00 p.m. in Communication Arts Center (CAC) 108 - Luis Argueta, director, will screen segments of AbUSed: The 
Postville Raid a documentary about the events of May 12, 2008 in Postville and their aftermath, and will discuss its content. 
Friday, May I 
8:00 a.m. Russell Hall Lobby - Welcome reception. 
9:00 a.m. Russell Hall, Bengtson Auditorium - Mark Grey (UNI), Michele Devlin (UNI) and Aaron Goldsmith will 
contextualize the May 12, 2008 ICE raid and discuss the contents of their book in process: Postville, USA : Surviving 
Diversity in Small Town America, (in press). 
10:00 a.m. Russell Hall, Bengtson Auditorium - Community service providers Chad Wahls, Principal Postville School; 
Kerris Dillon, Postville schools; Nina Van Gorp, Postville Schools; Dawn Hernandez, Allamakee Substance Abuse 
Prevention Youth Coordinator; Maryn Olson, Response Coordinator, Postville Response Coalition. Guests will discuss their 
perceptions of the initial impact of the raid, its continued effect of the community and the future direction of Postville. 
11 :00 a.m. Russell Hall, Bengtson Auditorium - Virgina Gibbs, Professor of Spanish, Luther College, Luz Maria Ramirez 
Ede, Instructor Luther College will discuss their current book in process, Voices from Postville. 
12:00 p.m. Action lunch. - Box lunch provided for invited speakers. Time to plan for the future and Postville items for sale 
in Maucker Union. 
I :00 p.m. CAC I 08 - Luis Argueta will screen segments of AbUSed: The Postville Raid a documentary about the events of 
May 12, 2008 in Postville and will discuss the technical aspects of its creation. 
2:00 p.m. Russell Hall, Bengtson Auditorium - Jeff Abbas KPVL Radio Postville; Thomas Kessler, UNI Rod Library; Jens 
Krogstad, Waterloo Courier; Erin Marth, AmeriCorps VISTA with the Postville Recovery Effort of the Iowa Civil Rights 
Commission will discuss past and current media coverage, recording testimonials and future archiving information about 
Postville. 
3:00 p.m. Russell Hall, Bengtson Auditorium - Attorney James Benzoni ofBenzoni Law Firm, Des Moines will discuss 
legal, judicial and constitutional implications of raid. 
4:00 p.m. - CAC 108 Jennifer Cooley (UNI); Sandra Rybachek and actresses Elena Dobrila (UNI); Magda Caicedo (UNI); 
Yulia Vorobyeva (UNI); Ellen Nuss (UNI) and Alma de Perez will present "Nuevo amanecer; Weaving a new beginning?" 
excerpts from a work in progress based on testimonials from Guatemalan women in Postville and their constructive response 
to the raid. 
7:30 p.m. CAC I 08 - Historia de nuestras vidas. A work-in-progress performance detailing personal accounts of 
immigration, imprisonment, and the Postville raid. The original play is performed by Teatro Indocumentado, an ensemble of 
seven Guatemalan and Mexican workers arrested in the Agriprocessors raid. 
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Questions? Contact Jennifer.cooley@uni.edu 
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